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Mr. Chairman,

My delegation extends warm congratulations to you and the other members of

the bureau on your election. We have confidence in your wisdom and ability to

guide successfully the complex and challenging work of the committee.

We would like to thank Dr. Tegegnework Getu, Under Secretary General for

the Department of General Assembly and Conference Management,  for

introducing the report of the Secretary-General contained in document

A/68/122 and A/68/123. Our appreciation also goes to Mr.Jean Christian

Obame, Vice Chairperson of the ACABQ, and Ms. Chamitri Rambukwilld,

Chairperson of Committee on Conferences, for introducing the related report of

their respective committee.

My delegation aligns itself with the statement made by the distinguished

representative of Fiji on behalf of G77 and China.

Mr. Chairman,

We wish to make remarks on the utilization of the conference center at the

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).

My delegation has taken note of the personal efforts made by the Executive

Secretary of ECA by way of appealing to the United Nations Country team to

consider the center as the first option for its meetings, conferences, Seminars

and workshops in Ethiopia. As this will help to increase the utilization rate, we

encourage him to make similar plea to the diplomats and development partners

working in Ethiopia.



We also note the initial review of the pricing structure with a view to producing

competitive conference packages that simplify the logistics of organizing venues

and other needs of meeting planners. We look forward to the completion of the

study and hopefully based on it, the improvement on the utilization rate.

Mr. Chairman,

While welcoming the various efforts to reverse the underutilization of the

conference center, my delegation remains concerned about the continuing and

significant decline of the utilization rate. The rate declined from 76% in 2009

to 62% in 2012. This shows a 14% decrease over the past three years. We

concur with the ACABQ's recommendation and request the Secretary-General

to double his effort to come up with alternative options that will address the

chronic underutilization problem of the center. It is possible that this might be

the result of the growing availability of conference  facilities in Addis

Ababa ,connected with the expansion of hotels in the city.Nonethless,in light of

the fact that the price for the use of ECA conference facility is relatively low,as

indicated in the ACABQ report,it is important that the refered to innovative

approach should be looked into to ensure greater use of the facility at the ECA.

In conclusion, we would like to assure you of my delegation's readiness to

engage constructively in the deliberations of this important agenda item.

Thank you!




